MACCLESFIELD TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
RETURN TO THEONLEAGUE SCENE

CHAPTER SIX
Season 2017-2018
CHAMPIONS!
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OVERVIEW

On the field there was success, the Silkmen were crowned champions of the Vanarama National
League with 9%oints, 10 points more than their nearest rivals Tranmere Rgvergain promotion

to the Sky Bet Leaguei@ the English National League. In recentyea§ S (St YQa LIS NF 2 NI |
declined during the second half of the season and it seemed that something had to change. With

only four players signed from the 201G seasonmanager John Askey was faced with rebuilding

the team. He did a fantastic job withe smallsquadgelling from thestartin directcomparison with

the 199697 season when manager Sammy Mcllroy wapported by a small squad with a fantastic

team spirit who gained promotion to the Football League for the first tifimbably goingut of

both the Emirates FA Cup and tBaildbase=ATrophy in the first round helped as only 50 matches

were played in comparison to 60 in the 2018 season (including the Cheshire Senior Cup). The
GSIYQa &adz00Saa 2@SNIfft 3 ¢aBousadédbade¥.l yIF ISNJ FyR GSIY

Attendances improvedvith home gates averaging 1839 in comparison to 1456 the previous season,
increasing gates were evident from December 2017 onwards when it began to dawn that perhaps
promotion could be achieved. It just goes to prove that no matter how successful nmayketi
initiatives are, it ishe performance on the pitch which has a direct impact on attendances.

In contrastto the success on the pitch, off thtch there seemed to difficulties behind the scerads
times, with keystaff leaving and rumours of finantidifficulties in paying staff on time and one very
public incident when the players received their pay late.

OFFFIELD

Life President

It was @od to see from the match day @grammethat Jerany Turner had been made a Life
President of the club in recogtidn of his work as a formedirector, providing financial assistance to
the club from time to time and responsibility for the Boardroom on match days.

Chairman
Mark Blower was voted onto thBoard of the Vanarama Nationadgue as a club representative.

Club Staff
Therewere fiveappointments during the year:
91 Ellie Dentoncg took on the role of Events Manager
9 Caroline Halk was appointed Accounts Manager
1 Tony Browng formerly the team logstics ceordinator became the ik-man.
1 Callum Williams; appointed senior physitherapist
1 Alex Thompsorg Chef responsible for match day catering.
Departures during the year were:
1 Steve Watsong left the club in October 2017 when he was appointed manager of fellow
Vanarama National League side Gateshead.
1 Dan Ackerleyg Commercial Manager, also left in October 2017 stating his reasons on social
media at a later date.
1 Martyn Irvine ¢ Youth Engagement officerwith responsibilities for the Under 21
Development teamleft in December 2017
1 lan Liversedge¢ Head Physiotherdpt left during the season to take up a similar
appointment at Tranmere Rovers.
Gary Lewig; Groundsman left te club at the end of the season moving to Blackpool FC.
John Askey¢ Manager, left the clubat the end of the seasomn his appintment as
manager at Sky Beehgue One club Shrewsbury Town on a thyear deal.
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Callum Williams; Head Physitherapist, left the club at the end of the season.

While the club made no announcement, from comments on social media it would appear that the

role of

Gerral Manager may well have ba disbanded Rob Heyshavingheld the positionbut

during the season hannouncedon social medighat he had stood back fra the role but continued
to helpthe club until the last few weeks of the season.

Farewell

Every yeawe have to say farewell to former players and supportdnst this year has seen an
unusualnumber of supporters who hee died
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Steve Adamg; died in March 2017 at the age of Ajut notice of his passing did not come

to light until afte the publicationof Chapter FiveSteve featuredas a midfielderfor the
Silkmen during the 19994 season making a total of 47 appearances scoring a single goal.
{(FAR 2 68 G(GKS O2YSRAIY 2F (KS dGSFY FyR 3FAy
Cup.

Kieron Durkang died in February 2018 at the age of 44. He was with Macclesfield from
March 1998 until the summer of 2001 making a total of 117 appearances, scored 13 goals
FYR 3FAYSR  gAYYSNEQ YSRIFEf Ay (GKS / KSaKANDB
wing kut there were times when he successfully partnered Richie Barker as a striker. Often
made pinrpoint crosses, was a dead ball expert and will be remembered for his fine
performance against Burnley at Turf Moor in March 1999 when he scored two goals.

Geoff Thornley (July 2017 a supporter for 65 years.

w20 SNI WLIYyQ adaVicesPdsideht deastmiticket ioidersince August 1997.
Joan Greaves (November 2017 Attended matches over very many years with her husband
Don. Her daughter, Elains,iesponsible for the match mascots.
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Hilary Wolliscroft (December 2017) alongside her husband was a supporter for many
years.

Peter JonegFebruary 2018y, a supporter for over 70 years.

Raymond Pyatt (February 2018)A lifelong supporter.

all NBI NBG Wal NAQ ¢ a kfdlohgisupparterIMiiof treelled they Iéngth and
breadth of the country supporting the Silkmen.

Martin Taylor (Apri 2018)¢ a supporter since the late 1960s.

Season Tickets

The Early Bird purchase of season tickets was split over three phases as follows

9am Midnight Midnight Midnight
6 March 27 March 24 April 19 May
to to to onwards
23.59 23.59 23.59
26 March 23 April 19 May
Seating Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
Vice President £560 £660 £660 £660
Adult £320 £340 £360 £400
Senior £240 £255 £270 £300
Under 25 £80 £85 £90 £100
Under 18 £50 £50 £50 £50
Under 12 £30 £30 £30 £30
Standing
Adult £240 £255 £270 £300
Senior £160 £170 £180 £200
Under 25 £80 £85 £90 £100
Under 18 £50 £50 £50 £50
Under 12 £30 £30 £30 £30




The Patron Scheme continued to be offered (See Chapter Three for full details).

The price otickets for single league matches remained at the same level as set out on page four in
Chapter Four of this eBook with discounts available for early purchase.

Vouchers were réntroduced for the season with a different voucher for each month from Autgust
April. Examples were: AugusbOp off a match day programme, Novembgebuy one pie and get a
second at half price in the match day kiosks and Maydi®% off any item in the store excluding
replica shirts,

567 season tickets were sold, a slight @age on the 543 sold for the 201G season.

Half Season Ticketsere on sale valid from Boxing Day to the end of the season as follows

1 Seating
Adult £170
Senior £130
u25 £40
ui12 £20
1 Standing
Adult £130
Senior £90
u25 £40
Uiz £20

Final Six Matches of the Campaigrwent on sale in February with an offer of six matches for the
price of five.

1 Seating
Adult £95
Senior £75
u25 £25
ui2 £15
1 Standing
Adult £75
Senior £50
u25 £25
ui2 £15

Sponsorship

Umbro became the official kit suppliers with Arighi Bianchi again sponsoring both the home and
away shirts, Palletower back shirt sponsors and new sponsors SK Distribution having their logo
printed on shorts. Jako continued to supply match wear for backrooff@ta bench substitutes.

Stands continued to be sponsored
1 Moss Lane stand Big Brand IdeasTheywere alsoresponsible for the provision of the new
official web site for the cluland won the Creative Ipact Award at the Cheshire Business
Awards for théd NJ re&din@o Wenbf Se Q OF YLI A3y Ay GKS NXzy dzLJ
appearancen the Buildbase FA Trophy Final at Wembley in May 2017.
Main Stand (London Road)Weston Park Care Home.
Star Lane End Premier Estates
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Other club pamers were Audi MacclesfieldCheslre Demolition, Spiral Print and Mid
Communications sponsors of Season Tickets.

aliOK RF& IyR 3ISYSNIf alLRyaz2NEKALI O2yiGAydzs$SR (2
official web site.

Financial Matters

1 Accouns for the year ending 30 June 20X/were available from Companies House from
April 2018 which showed that the club made a profit for the first time in many years of
£179,747enabled by a good run in the FA Trophy competition and the sale of players. The
loan from Ramy Limited, the owning company of the club, reduced by £117,302 with
overdrafts and loans increasing by £29,945 and an increase in trade creditors of £20,700.

In the accounts there waa note that on 1 November 201@éng term loans to the valuef
£1,400,000 were converted to equity in the form of £1 Ordinary A Shares. £240,929 long
term loans were converted to equity in the form of 365,044 £0.66 Ordinary B shares, and
£200,496 of long term loans were agreed to be waived by the debt holdenggtrening the

net assets of the company by £1,841,425. These changes will show in the accounts for the
year ending 30 June 2018.

9 Super Silk Lottog continues to be successful increasing the number of members to 380
(245) having distributed £16,450 in priznonies since the launch in November 2014 with
£20,150 handed to the club. MACC Multi Activity Centre was selected as the charity partner
for the current yearwhich unfortunately ceased trading in May 2018The Silkmen
{ dzLJLJ2 NIl SNA Q ¢ NXie éassiiahge fok aff filzénBial dspects dNtRedi otto.
Concerned in February 2018 about the effect of the recent high rainfall on the pitch, the
groundsman Gary Lewis, at his own expense of £350, hired drainage equipment to verti
drain the pitch, a proceswhich punctures 18 inch holes to assist with drainage. When the
organisers of the Lotto together with the Silkmen Supporters Trust became aware that Gary
had paid for the hire of the equipment out of his own pocket,tiamediately reimbursed
him.

1 Silkmen Campaign Fund re-opened in December 2017 until 31 January 2018. A statement
FNRY GKS Ofdzo Fyy2dzyOSR GKIFG ¢A0GK GKS &dzLi2 NI
the majority shareholders having injected a six figure sum into the club in recesksye
individuals and businesses were invited to make a financial contribution. Limited to
donations totalling £50,000 in multiples of £25.00 wafledges repaid plus the same amount
again if the Silkmen achieved pnotion to the English Footbalkeague atthe end of the
201718 season.

It was announced on 31 January 2018 that the period for contributions had been extended
to 16 February 2018. At that time contributions totalled £21,000 including £10,000 from a
single donor, £5,000 from senior figurestie club and Life Presidents together with £1,000
from the SST which indicated that only £5,000 had been pledged by others. No further
announcement was made as to the final amount raised.

1 Amar Alkadh (Owner)¢ has come under some criticism during the cgaid the season but
without his investments there is gossibility that the club might not have survived over the
years. During the current season he came to the resimgether with Andy Scottmember
of the Qperations Committepand Mark Blower (@irman) g KSy LJX I @ SNEQ ¢ 23S a
been paid on time for the month of Januafgllowing a very public exchange of views
between the players and the clubfficials When taking over responsibility for the club
significantfive figure debts secured by deentures were cleared and in subsequent season
a financial injection was made on a regular basis. Also, in the summeytk@lelub officials
attended the Conference Annual General Meeting without having fulfiled one of the
regulations of the Conferendbat all football debts had to be paid in full before the date of
the Annual General Meeting. At this time the club could have lost its Conference status as



Hereford United and Salisbury City diout Amar Alkadhi came to the rescue with yet
another financial injection.

Media

Supporters were well served with free match highlights on the official web site together with
highlights of recent encounters with forthcoming opponents. Free match commentaries were
transmitted for every match via the internet aridixIr with maximum numbers for home matches
ranging from 30 to 160 and for away matches 68 to 392, the numbers increasing for away matches
as the successful season progressed. Whilst the awaymentaryteam encountered one or two
technical problems theswere quickly reslved, however, the home commentaries were beset by
technical problems, including the loss of transmission, volume discrepancies and significant
distortion.

BT Sport transmitted five Vanarama National League matches involving the Silkidethey
provided a highlights programme each Sunday evening.

There were fourmain web sites providing information about the club. The Official web site
www.mtfc.co.ukwhich, as the namémpliesprovides pre- and postmatchinformation, commercial
activity, general announcements and official details.

Fans on Line, or better known as Wraggs to Riches
www.https://fansonline.net/macclesfieldTown/mb/index.phgs limited to providing a message
board for fans although there is now duplication (see below). The previous web master did his best
to widen the scope of this web site with competitgmmatch repots (although these were often

very late in submissionnsung ldroes articles et¢but the format has never lent itself to anything
other than a Message Board.

The archive web sitesww.silkmenarchives ig.uk continuesto operate as an independent web site
operated and sponsored privately, providing historieald statisticalinformation, profiles forall
playersand managersvho have featuredfor the club together with a photo archive. Viewed by
individuals throughout the world there are a significant number of hits on a daily basisiding
many enquiries from the commercial sector.

A brand new web sitéttps://starlaneend.conwas introduced by lifelong suppornt@ob Trafford at

the beginning of the seasoruickly picking up momentumvith a wide range ofarticles and
comprehensive coverage of matches and events across the board at Macclesfield Town Football
Cluh It soonbecamethe first port of call for informéon. Initially all costs and prizes were provided

LG . 20Qa a2fS Ay@SaildySyid FfGK2dzZ3K SFENI & Ay Hnawmy
to provide monetary suppomvas introduced successfully

Club News, Match information (pmaatch revievs, live updates, postmatch reports, action
photographs and Fan Cam), commercial information, interviews, Silkmen Legends, full coverage of
Macclesfield UndeR1l Development team matches including live reports, competitions, articles by
supporters and mch morefeature on this site

I FlLyQa T2NHzy oYSaal3aS o62FNRO ¢l a | RRS
character and a Forum for Moose Tours walso added and k¢ | YSR W¢ KS 51
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Interesting bits of information came to light in the many interviews, especially the one with Steve
Burr who recalled the time he was being considered as manager (before Steve King was appointed).


http://www.mtfc.co.uk/
http://www.https/fansonline.net/macclesfieldTown/mb/index.php
http://www.silkmenarchives.org.uk/
https://starlaneend.com/

He clearly stated that on coming out from the inteaw with the owner he advised the UK officials

of the club that he did not want to be considered for the job. However, this information was never
communicated to the fans at the time, in fact the UK officials stated that they had been overruled by
the owner. An independent web site gives the web master the opportunity to report the facts as

they are!

Associated with the web site is a Facebook site (over 600 members), Twitter (over 300 members)
and Instagram.

As part of the work of the Star Lane End wste, members commenced the renovation thfe
garden on the car parkvith the idea that it should become a Memorial Garden dedicated to
supportersand workers of the club who hgghssed on. The original garden had fallen in to complete
disrepair, the volunteers completely clearietthe area but further work was postponed. The area
bounded by the John Askey Terrace, London Road and Moss Lane is owned by the Sawtt Pensi
Fund who obtainedplanning permissio for commercial development of the site sudhat the
Memorial Girdenceased to be viable project.

{AT1YSY {dzLJLJ2 NI SNRQ ¢ NXza

The Trust continued to support the club in diverse wiagsuding

Purchase of Player of the Year Trophies

{LRYAaA2NBRKALI 2F W2Ky ! 41 S@e Qa rtho2theR01Z1R sebson | y R
Purchase of a sitn lawnmower

Raised £1903.70 through the Silk Pledge, £245 (to March 2018) Easyfundraising and £45
from auction of a John Askey shirt donated to the SST.

£1000 donation to the SilknmeCampaign Fun@ee above)

Together with the Super Silk Lotto covered the cost of the hire of equipment todraith

the pitch(see above)

1 £500 donation to the club to obtain kitchen and bar equipment.

9 The Christmas Raffle raised £920.64.
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Other Initiatives
These are listed in nparticular order of merit.

9 Cricket Match¢ in the days when the late Bernard Jordan was programme editor he
organised an annual cricket match. It was good to see thetreduction of a match on this
occasion using the 20/20 format with a John Asketakihg on a Macc Town Sponsors Xl at
Macclesfield Cricket Club. The sponsors batted first making a total of 143 runs. The John
Askey XI had posted 129 for 8 with three overs to go, Tyrone Marsh set about achieving the
GFNBSG YR 6A0K 22ARSO IYVISISRER RB2za 4 RYSQaNHzy
wicket. Tyrone Marsh smashed the ball deep and went onwfmning run only for the
umpire, former Manchester City goalkeepdpe Corriganto decree that Marsh had been
run out, the game eding all square ideo evidence left a big question mark over the
decision by umpire

T Community Sports Trust
Continued their excellent work wittprojects includingHoliday Camps, Friday evening
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confidence at teaging PE funder by the Nationaédgie Trust ad the Premier League,
Saturday Morning Soccer, Alternative Curriculum, Macclesfield Football Academy and
Walking Football.



1 Silky Sunday Discos
Held in the Mcllroy Lounge and organisbyg Dean Holmes and Sean Worth to provide
people with learning disabilities with a great night.

T . dzi OKQa . I NJ
Supporters Dean Holmes, Bethan Happer and Robert Sterling took over the operation of the
Bar, sprucing it up over the close season and implemetitedintroduction of draft beer
instead of solely selling botttebeer. As well as being open on match days, the bar was open
on one or two noAmatch Saturdays for live internet commentaries of some of
al OOf SaFTASt RQa | g1 & YI OKr&tonalinga@tesi Rnd Nar was (i K
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9 Others
Car Boot Salesere held throughout the seasoir|FA 18 Computer Tournament Gawith
26 young players together with six Maccle&di Town playersTyrone Marsh running out
winner with Josh Hawkesdm the Macclesfield Town Community Sports Trust as ruuiper
a{ L322 NI a Y| y,Qale ofCHriStyids yrehsdevelopment ofw 2 | NB (haneath $hyg
Family Section of the Big Brand Idd¢d&oss Lane) standind the Silkmen Café became a
member of the nationwiddl w S Schefnd, &tap water initiative designed to reduce plastic
pollution and promote healthy hydration by making refilling a water bottle easy, social and
rewarding.

Amar AlkadhiClub Qvner (PH)

—_ +



Chairman Mark Blower celebrating promotion to the English Football League with Tyrone Marsh
and Danny Whitake{PH)

Verti-drain machinery in actio(SST)



Bob Trafford, Webmaster of the Star Lafand Site working at a matc{iPH)
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ON-FIELD

John Askey was again appointed manager with Steve Watson as his asdisiamngh Stevdeft in
October when he wasppointed manager at Gatesheadp meplacement was appointed for the
remainder of theseason but John was supported by Bill Gorton, goalkeeping coach.

A total of 23 players were used in the season, 12 fewer than during the-2DE@&ason. A full list of
players is included at the end of this chapter.

Defender Jared Hodgkiss was appointedm captain following the departure of Andy Halls to
Chester.

The Playoffs for the Vanarama Leagues were changed by agreement at the National Conference
AGM as follows:
1 Changed from four to six clubs finishing second to seventh in each of the thrpeekdo
contest the endof-season Plapffs.
1 Matches to be decided on a o#eg basis with advantage of being at home to those who
finish higher in the table.
1 The formatis
Match 1: 4'v 7"
Match 2: §'v 6"
Match 3: 2%v winner of Match 1
Match 4: 3 v winner of Match 2
The two winners to then play in their respective Final on the terms for their
designated League as current Regulations for those Promotion Finals. That is the
Final for the National League to be played at Wembley.

—a = —a _a _a

For the first ime the referee to use vanishing spray for fildeks solely in the Vanarama National
League.

John Askey was faced with-beiilding the team for the 201718 season; the position was as follows
following the end of the previous season:
1 Only one player remained under contractMitch Hancox.
1 Five players were released Dan Cowan, Scott Flinders, Andy Haworth, Jack Sampson and
Chris Sutherland.
1 Eight players were offered new contracts only three signed, David Fitzpatrick, George
Pilkingon and Danny Whitaker with five leaving for other clubs, Andy Halls (FC Chester),
John McCombe (FC Chester), Kingsley James (FC Chester), Ollie Norburn (Tranmere Rovers)
and Craig Ross (Barnet).
1 Five playes on loan returned to their parenclubs¢ Anthony Dudley, Rhys Browne, Luke
Summerfield, James Thorne and Danny Whitehead.

Friendly Matches

There were six matchda all, won two, drawn one and lost three. No arrangements were made for
the annual Keith Alexander Memorial Trophy Memorial match againstdd or for the proposed
new annual Richard Butcher Memorial match against Kettering Town.

Derby Countyvisited the Moss Rose on Saturday 15 July. This match was well covered by the media
with live home commentary on Mixlr and was transmitted live onliyeéZounty TV. There wei@66

Derby Countysupporters (attendance 1501), the cldtaving provided free coach transport, and the
Rams brought dull strength squadfollowing pre-season training in Tenerife and eD4win against
Kidderminster Harriers.
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As eyected Macclesfield useaumerous trialistsbut the first eleven players fielded played well and
held the Championship side to aOOscoreline at half time.After the interval the visitors made 10
changes with only Jamie Hanson playing the full 90 minutes. Macclesfield made six substitutions at
the start of the second half witthe other five substitutes gaining time later in the second half.

Again at the beipning of the second half Macclesfield played fawiil, but as the half progressed
Derby came into their own and began to dominate play with much of the play in the Macclesfield
half. In the 71 minute Bradley Johnson gave them the lead with a lowt sisooss the goal into the
bottom corner. 10 minutes later they doubled their lead, Mason Bennett giving himself the perfect
21 Birthday present when he headed home, the ball going in off the post. During the latter stages
of the second half there was amfortunate incident when trialist Jack Storer was involvedain
physical disagreement with aefby County player resulting in him having to be restrained and
leaving the pitch. He stormed off, removing his shirt and throwing it down just before disapgear
down the tunnel. Needless to say he was not offered a contract!

The Silkmen gave a good account of themselves vBway came to the Moss Rose on Tuesday 18
July. A powerful strike by Scott Wilson in thé"#@inute, which hit the underside of the cesbar

and bounced down over the line was the only difference between the two teams. Commentator
Richard Pattrick did a good job on MixIr especially considering he only received the team sheet just
as he was about to broadcast and some of the players ompited did not feature on the team
sheet.

There was a disappointing visit gtockport Countyon Saturday 22 July. It started so well for the
Silkmen with Tyrone Marsh opening the scoring in the fourth minute heading hadonidliant cross

by Jared Hodggs from the right County were level in the 2minute when Matty Warburton
notched his firstgoal of the afternoon. Scott Wilson doubled the score for Macclesfadter
latching onto a cross frorCourtney Richards. The score remainedl id favour ofthe Silkmen at

the interval. Macclesfield made six changes for the second half which seemed to impact on their
balance of play, the home side scoring three more goals (Warburton and two from Jason Oswell) to
make the score @ for the hosts. John Askey o three more changes in the ®2minute.
Stockport went on to win the match-8, Warburton converting a penalty in the 7 fninute to notch

up his hattrick.

EntertainingCrewe Alexandreon Tuesday 25 July the Silemenjoyed a much bettematch and

were in control from the start. Three second half goals sealed the victory without reply: a penalty by
Danny Whitaker in the 64 minute, a trialist reached a speculative long ball before the Crewe
W 1d S S deadIhome in the 7Bminute and Ryan Lloyd congpéd the scoringpoking home in the

93 minute.

A hastily arranged match was playedTatfford FCon Friday 29 July which finished0Gbut there
was no mentionof this match byMacclesfield but from the Trafford FC report it would seem that
they had the best of the play.

The finalpre-season match saBlackpoolcome to the Moss and wi-0. There were no numbers

for Blackpool on either the team sheet or on their shirts. Blackpdominated most of the
possession in the early stages but then Macclesfield had their chances through Tyrone Marsh but to
no avail. The visitors started the second half the stronger team taking the lead in themisate

when Mark Cullen scored fromcarner with a glancing headeMark Cullerdoubled the score nine
minutes later when Bright Osaiamuel drove his way through the Macclesfieldetiee only to see

his shot paried away byl KS al OOf S abBitIC@lénRas tHd dbitkedStdldeact. ards the

end of the match there were several chances created by the Silkmen; Xifleérom 20 yards out,
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Scott Wilson, Gime Toure and a powerful shot from a trialist which hit the woodwork, but the
Silkmen could not find any response.

AsthiswasGit3 C22 G0l ff 2SS]7 GKSNB ¢l a SyO2dzNI 3SYSyi
wearing their kit or team jacket. One adult required to attend the game for every four Under é6s, th
cost of the adult ticket wasib.

During preseason training Shay ®iv, Wes Brown and Alex Bruce were present. Wes Brown and
Alex Bruce were both studying for their coaching badges and took a training session whilst Shay
Given took part in training sessions with the goalkeepers.

e " UKSNOFORNEW VAL -

GoalmouthAction against Derby County
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Action from the fiendly against Blackpool
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Match action at Stockport County

SEASON REVIEW

Cup Competitions

In line with Vanarama National League Clubs Macclesfield enterefrttieates FA Cugat the fourth

qualifying round playin@tourbridgel 6 @ = YSSGiAy3 (GKSY F2N) 2yfeé G(KS
history and with five well taken goals eased their away into the first round. John Askey made five
changes to the starting linep and played a-4-4-1 formaton with Danny Whitehead featuringst

in front of the back four. Two goals in the first 12 minutes by Whitehead and Tyrone Marsh followed

by a strike by Elliott Durrell on the strike of half time, without any reply by tresheirtually seagéd

the match. A further two goals in the second half frétmby Arthur and ScoBurgess put the icing

on the cake, the Silkmen gving too strong for the Glas®s who failed to find the back of the net.

The first round saw the Silkmen drawn away again, on this occasiéorest Green Rovergho

were promoted to Sky Bethgue 2 at the beginning of the season to play their-fixgtr season in

the English Footballeague. A firshalf goal by Forest GredRovers striker Christian Doige saw the
home side through into the second round. Macclesfield had their chances to score, but ability in the
last third of the pitch lacked quality, unfortunately a feature of their play in the season to date.
George Pilkigton made his 600career appearance (all clubs, all competitions)

Having reached the final @uildbase FA Trophin the 201617 season expectations were high for
good progress this season. Macclesfield found themselves with an away fixture again lvelyen t
were drawn aginst fellow Vanarama Nationadéague sidd-C Halifax Town

The match eventually took place on Tuesday 9 January 2018 at theSigi Stadium following

postponements on 16 and 19 December 2017, the latter match was called off as late as 19.23.
Having been victorious over Halifax on Boxng @ | Y R 2 y Dap iBwias pethapslmther a

15



surprise when the hosts ran out winners g cup match with a single goal scored by Matty Kosylo
in the 37" minute. Macclesfield had more than their fair share of chances to win this match with
Scott Wilson, George Pilkington, Kobe Arthur and Scott Burgess all missing the target.

The Cheshire éhior Cupno longer has the charisma it once had when the final was staged at a
league ground often on a sunryaturday afternoorin early May Entering the competition in the
Preliminary Roundway at1874 Northwich Macclesfield fielded their Under Zlevelopment Youth
team. This was always going to be an uphill task for Macclesfield as the majority of their players
were aged 16/17. The Silkmen took the lead ifi3ginute when Liam Chambers scored from the
penalty spot but the hosts were level a mindager when they scoré a penalty of their own. The
score remained 4L until the 7¢" minute when 1874 Norwich took the lead. They went on to score
two further goals in the 7¢ and 87" minutes to win4-1.

Macclesfield Town under 21 Development TedB8LE)

The Macclesfieldnder21 Development team was formed at the beginning of the 20& Beason
managed by the Youth Engagement Offigkrtyn Irvine until he left the club indzember 2017
when John Hall tookver the responsibility.

Match Informationfor their season can be found at the end of this chapter.
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Elliott Durrell in action at Stourbridge in the Fourth Qualifying Round of the Emirates FA(DUip

Danny Whitehead at StourbridgéDT)
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