MACCLESFIELD TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB
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CHAPTER FIVE
Season 2016-2017
SO NEAR AND YET SO FAR

BY
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OVERVIEW

A relatively successful season reaching the second rounlkeoEinirates FA Cup, runnarp inthe
Buildbase FA Trophy and ninth in the Vanarama National League, one place higher than thé 2015
season. Third position had been attained in the league in October but this status could not be
maintained with ninth position consolidated throughout tHast three months of the season
Additional funds helped the club throughout the season from cup receipts including one live
televised match, sale of three players together with monies raised from the-20XBampaign Fund.

Attendances for home league matches fell to an average of 1456 per match compared to 1598 for
the 201516 seasonwithin this figure there was reduction in both the number of home and away
supporters. Howeverthe town well and truly backed the club wha&ver 7500 supporters attended

the Buildbase Trophy Final at Wembley Stadium.

The overall financial position of the club continued to improve with additionatliing providedoy
the St 1 YSY { dzLJLJ2 NIi S NA e Supsbilk LottowitR thell vhER stzfirfg that he
anticipated a more or less breakeven position to be achieved for the financial year.

OFFFIELD
Club Officials
There were foumajor appointments during the past year

)l

T
)l

Rob Heys- appointed General Manager bringing with him YBars of experience at
Accrington Stanley in a similar role.

Carole Griffithsg appointed afOffice Administrator

Gary Lewis¢ took on the important role of groundsman becoming the second club
employee to have worked at Accrington Stanley. Gary stanerk as a groundsman at
Manchester United before moving to Salford Rugby Club.

Martyn Irvine ¢ appointed to a newly created role of Youth Engagement offiesponsible

for developing ways in which the club engages with young people, from birth to early
adulthood. From the job description it would appear that has takenover some of the
work previously undertaken by the Community Sports Trust including overseeing the Project
21 Friday night coaching sessions and holiday clubs, school time and after sebsiohs

and liaising with local schools and youth groups.

The following personnééft the club at the end of the 20167 season

1
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Paul and Helen Bona much appreciated for their work on the catering side for thebdkeft

to become landlords of a Pubktouse in Congletan

Barrie Darceyg has played a key role in the office of the club for several years decided to
take a break from the operational side of the club.

Colin Brookg; the club kit man resigned from his role.

Former Players
Threeformer players died during the past twelve months

)l

Matthew Carragher- lost his battle with cancer at the age of 40 in December 20A#it

made over 50 appearances for the Silkmen from November 2003 to the end of thel3004
season as a versatile playerveoing bah defenceand midield roles although he was most
effective as sweeper always reading the game well. On leaving Macclesfield Matt retired
from playing football.

Derek Mosg; died on 18 December 2016 at the age of 81. He made just two appearances
goal for the Silkmen in December 1953 and September 1962 when the regular goalkeepers
were wnavailable. He playefbr Parkside and then Wilmslow Albion. His daughter firas
brought to the Moss Rose as a baby and is still a regular supporter.



1 RogerWood ¢ died in April 2017 at the age of 8Roger lived locally and played for the club
from 1953 to 1961. He was a versatile player who could feature equally itledir as a
forward or a defendeand was a member of the team which won the Cheshire Se&uiprin
1954. He made 228 appearangptacing him in the top 50 alime playerappearancesand
scored 33 goals. In the 198® season he enjoyed a Benefit in appreciation of his service to
the Silkmen. On leaving Macclesfield Town he continued to platpall well into his fifties.

1 Efe Sodje

In June 2016 thelub officially announced that Efe Sodje was no longer in the employment of the
club. Sodje took his case for unfair dismissal to an Employment Tribunal which in the Reserved
Judgement stated that he had been suspended by the club on 29 October 2015 and dismissed on 14
March 2016. The Tribunal completed their work on 8 February 2017 wheir fludgement
concluded that Sodje had been unfairly dismissed and was wrongfully dismissed in breach of
contract ordering that compensation be paid. Certain figures were documented but as there may
have been other elements, eg pension paymemtkjch theycould not calculateit was left to the

two parties to resolve the total payment with the proviso that a further hearing could be requested

if the parties could not agree.

Sodje had written himself into the history dfi¢ club when he scored thé S I's ¥r§ goal in the
Football eague in August 1997. In addition, Graham Phythian may well have never written his book
Saga of the Silkmeruthor of historical books, Graham was looking for his next subject when he
paid a visit to the Moss Rose and was iagaed with the way Sodje was interacting with youngsters
which prompted Graham to believe that they was more than met the eye to Macclesfield Town
Football Club After a substantial amount of worlhe filled ahugegap in the written history of the

club wih his book published i2001.

Season Tickets
The Early Bird purchase of season tickets was again split over four phases as follows

9am Midnight Midnight Midnight Midnight
March 22 March 11 April 2 May 23 May
to to to to onwards
23.59 23.59 23.59 23.59
21 March 10 April 1 May 22 May
Seating Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4
Vice President £560 £660 £660 £660 £660
Adult £320 £340 £360 £380 £400
Concessions (65+ £240 £255 £270 £285 £300
Student £80 £85 £90 £95 £100
Under 18 £50 £50 £50 £50 £50
Under 12 £30 £30 £30 £30 £30
Standing
Adult £240 £255 £270 £285 £300
Concessions (65+ £160 £170 £180 £190 £200
Student £80 £85 £90 £95 £100
Under 18 £50 £50 £50 £50 £50
Under 12 £30 £30 £30 £30 £30

Vice Presidents were only given one phaseaatliscounted price on the basis that most Vice
Presidents pay the full price. Whilst the full price remained at the same level as the previous season
for all categoriesthe first Early Bird price was increaksby 13.3% for Vice Presidents &od Adults,
Concessionsgnd Students was increased by 6,68&h proportional increases for the remaining
three phases.

The Patron Scheme continued to be offered (See Chapter Three for full details)



The price of tickets for single league matches remained at the dawe as set out on page 4 in
Chapter Four of thiEBook

The number ofeason tickets sold totalled 548 comparison to 634 for the 20155 season

Sponsorship

Carbrini continued to be the suppliers of the play&is with Main club sponsors Arighidichi again
sponsoringboth the home and away stté and Palletower back shirt sponsors also for both the
home and away shirts. Jako continued to supply match wear for the backroom staff and playing
substitutes.

Two stands received sponsorship with AriBlarchi sponsoring the London Road&d and Premier
Estatessponsoring the Star Lane End stand.

Match day and general sponsorship continued to be availalille details on the official web site
Events were arranged for sponsors including a networlemgning in May 2016, a lunchtime
meeting in October 2016 where a spond@rhotograph was taken with them in playing,kdind an
evening at the Rosanero restaurant in Mill Street which was attended by approximately 70 guests
together with manager John Askand the coaching stafAlso towards the end of the seasdnmere
wasan opportunity for some of the sponsors to play on the Moss Rose pitch.

Silkmen Campaign Fund 20416

Introduced by the chairmam June 2016 & (G KS FTANRG 2Chairka)f ® &G KBEBEy $aSS
the year to raise additional funds for theplaying budget with a target set af100,0@. A

personalised token wasssued in multiples of £50 and if promotion to theotball League was

achieved at theend of the season, the club woulibuble the amount returned with pay out in

October 2017. Initially the Fund was open from June to the first league match of the season but was
extended to 17.00 on 31 August 2016was announced early in September that a sum of £42,550

had been raised anthat these funds had already been used to spayersKingsley James, Ollie

Norburn and Mitch Hancox. The fund wasagened on 15 December 2016 until 31 Januar§720

but no announcement was madehether any additional funds had been raised.

It is commam practice these days for Ndreague clubs to raise funds in this way to bolster the
playing budget. Examples for the 2018 season were at Matlock Town who launched their
WD FRAFG2NRE C¢NFYyaFSNI 2N/ KSadQx ! évaNESKsdn ¢206y
'YAGSR SYOINJSR 2y | w.22adG | . dzR3ISGQ aOKSYS gAid

Super Silk Lotto

Having been launched in November 2014 February 2017 it was reported that there were 245

members, income had almost reached £26,0€tre was a£100 prize draw each Friday, had

distributed £10,500 in prizes, was handing £500 per month to the entthad made donations to

0KS 5F@PAR [S6Aa 2NHBFYyAalGA2yY FYR hftfAaASQa ! Nye O
the new charity partner for th@ dzZNNBy i &SI NX» ¢ KS { Af | &6 yrovidedzLILI2 NI S
assistancdor all financial aspects of the Lotto.

New Family Standing Area

The day before the first home league match it was announced that the terrace area on the London
Road side of the ground behind the home dugout had been designated as a new Family Area so that
youngsters could be close to the players when they take to eadd the field of play and would be
FofS G2 200l Ay Atkis sia§eNdEinientiondzds2nthdel whétharche family seated

area in the Moss Lane stand would be retainedhat there would be arallocation of space for the



supporters who had stooth this area of the ground for many years. Understandably there was an
outcry from the adult supporters.

The comments promed a statement from the chairnmathat from Tuesday 16 August 2016 the
area behind the home dugout would be a dedicated familyaai@ children up to the age of 16
accompanied by an adult. The decision had been taken as the club had received comments that the
Family stand in the Moss Lane stand meant that there was distance put between the youngsters and
the players. Also that frori6 August the north end of the London Road terrace would bepened

which had been closed for cost reasons.

A further announcement was made that the family area in the Moss Lane stand would remain and
that both areas had been sponsored by Chrome Motwith a package including teaming up with
106.9 Silk FM to provide tickets to junior teams for matches.

In the end the new area was first formally used for the Eastleigh match on 17 September 2016 when
several youngsters took advantage to obtain the audpips of players before the match (see
photograph).

Whilst well used at the beginning of the seasbrcause it was uncovered use fell away during the

winter months. The club have decided tHat the 201718 season thé f dazmi@Bamily areawill

be theone in existence for many years in the Moss Lane staddii KX K2 LJISFdzA f 83X | Wws
concourse beneath the stand.

Media
There was an excellent innovation whereby postch videos of whole mates were made
available on SilknrePlayer.

The Macclesfield Expresgseported that youngsters Joe Davies and Ashley Thorpe filmed
al OO0t SaFASt RQa 3JIYSa G(KNRdAAK2dzi (KS SparBwedk®yy 6 A (K
Vanarama Nationaldague Highlights programme.

During the season it became knowhat EFL Digital would not be providing web site or Sitkm
Player facilities for Noheague clubfor the 201718 season onwardsAs the organisation had never
provided commentary facilities for FA Trophy matches the club, along with other clubs,
experimerted with commentaries over MixIr which proved very successful. The commentaries were
loud and clear and were accompanied by the facility to post comments on a message iboard
addition to which the number of current listeners were shown on screen.

Unfortunately over the last twelve months thefgave been many comments onthargQ a S&dal 3S
Board about the number oérrors contained irthe official web site articles, club information being

available on other web sites (including fellow Vanarama Natioraglie clubs) before being posted

2y (GKS OfdzoQa 2FFAOAIE S0 aAdSzT FINIAOEfSa yz2a |
with match reports sometimes unavailable until the next day when the posting timeecasded as

shortly after the matchand details of players leaving the clblave on occasions been omitted

may well be that the current web site is difficult to manage and it is hoped that the new web site to

be introduced for the 20118 season will be more manageable. However, no nel site will help

in the proof checking of articles before they are publishiedt the author is well aware that self

proof checking can lead to overlooking errors!



Patrons and Vice Presidents

Since the Mcllroy Lounge was opened to all supporters hgldi match day ticket it had become

more crowded with Patrons and Vice Presidents often unable to find a seat before a match and
GFr1Ay3 KFEEF GAYS NBFTNBaAKYSyda Ay ONRBGRSR | NB
allocated to these supporters ahé beginning of the 20147 season. There had been what was
RSAONAROSR a Iy WSELISNAYSY(OwmE 208 iKSBy Fdeabutf 3 6 & A (
why it was described as an experiment is a mystery as that area had beerexdedively and
successfullyby other groups in the past as detailed in chapter 14Tbé League Stomyith entry

strictly controlled. Reportdor the 201617 seasonindicate that whilst all authorised users are

required to wear a lanyard many do n@gd soand entry wasiot alwaysfully controlled.

{AT1YSY {dzLJLJ2 NI SNRQ ¢ NXza
The Trust continued to support the club in diverse ways.
1 Replaced the speakers and wiring for the London Road Public Address system at a cost of
£540
1 Replaced broken or worn out hand driers in the Stane toilets
1 By Fundraising Christmas Raffle £990, Easyfunding £320, Sale of Season Tickets donated to
the SST £300, The Silk Pledge £1900.
1 Researching the possibility of replacing the current broken scoreboard on a financially viable
proposition.

1 Suppat for the Home Ground Project (see below).
1 Banking and accounts for the Super Silk Lotto.
 £+2fdzy G NE I OGAGAGASE AyOtdzZRAY3a g2N] Ay GKS O
¢2dz2NBQ O2F OKSa FT2NJ I gle& (GNXr @St |yR aSttAay3a py
Social Eents

LY b2@SY0OSN) t KAf DAG6oOo2ya FyYyR KAa O2YYAGGSS 2NAHI
CSENBQ F2N) FEf GKS LXFeSNAR ¢6K2 KIR 0SSy g6A0GK
celebrate winning the FA Trophy in 1996 and gaining promotion to dlogbll league in 1997. Cost

was £20 per heathcluding a meal prior to the main event with evening raising £3007 excluding bar

takings.

Other events were organised but unfortunately some had to be cancelled due to lack of interest
AyOf dzZRAY 3 w2 OH[ S A3#480 @5F W/ KNRA&AGYFa t I NlikmebAIKGQ
/| KNRAGYlLa . 1ffQo

Annual General Meeting
Held in the Mcllroy Lounge at 13.30 on 5 May 2@4th the owner present.

9 The Audited Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2016 showed accumulated losses of
£4,202,414 (£4,044,293) indicating a loss, including depreciation of £35,801, of £158,121.
Total Creditors amounted to £2,745,797, an increase of £58,669

1 Itwas agreed that eninimum of one Director can constitute a quorum

1 An AGM need not be held every year (to bring the Articles of Association in line with
Company Law of 2006).

1 Plans were announced to convert £1,870,000 loans into shagésAM from Ramy Ltd and
£470K from Ady Scott, Jeremy Turner and Mike Rance. It was also announced that
following the cowersion, an undefined number of the shares wollld awarded to the
following ¢ Barrie Darcey 10%, Markdsver 10% and John Askey 5%



Silkmen Café

A proposal to open a café based between the John Askey Terrace and the London Road Terrace

I R2l OSyd G2 GKS gt @& &adzlil2 NI S NA QUnider 0 dBdttio2of TA OS¢
Keith and Nicky Wilsorhé café opened for the last home matd the season but will normally

operate Monday to Friday from 7.30 in the morning closing -aftdrnoon (no time given). The

menu will includesverything from a full English breakfast, hand crafted sandwiches and fresh salad

boxes together with hot and caldrinks. Tables are provided outside the café and there is good

signage.

Richard Butcher Memorial Fund

1 Monies from the fund (see page 31 of Chapter four of tBisook) have helped in the
NEFdzZNDAAKYSY(d 2F GKS F2NYSNJI /.ZING &Nty i€opend . | NJ
earlyon match dag with access for all supporters in possession of a match day ticitet
food available at the kiosk close iWere special offers are available

1 Project 21 commenced on 23 September 2016 at All Hallows using3@ pitch from 17.30
to 18.30 at a cost of £5 per person between the ages of six and 16. Regular sessions were
held on Friday evenings with the exception of school holiday periods.

1 Whilst not announced by Macclesfield Town, Kettering Tammouncedthat with the
FaaAradlyOoS FyR o0f SaiwssIropded thakkEtkringNIBvhdandLdr NBy G
Macclesfield Towmplay a preseason friendly at Latimer Park from 2017 competing for the
Richard Butcher Trophy. All funds raised frtms game, after expense to be shared
between the two clubs.

Vanarama Leagues

{SG 2dzi O2y(iSyita 2F WDNRgAY3I hdzZNJ DFYSQ 20SNI I F2
Increase annual attendances from 1.5M to 1.7M.

Increase commercial revenue by 50 per cent.

Increase live Broadcastatches from 25 to 40 per season.

Increase social media following from 750,000 to 1.1M

Increase community activity participation from 42,000 to 63,000

=A =4 =4 =4 =9

Bosley United Charity Match

For the second yeaa Charity matclwas arrangedn the Moss Rose on 27 J@016 with Bosley

United playing @Once upon a Smileam with admission of £5 for adults and £2 for concessions.
Funds raised were donated to the Cheshire Fire and Rescue and to the Air Ambulance Services who
attended the explosion. The attendance of0A@as well down in comparison to the match in 2015.

Prior to the match Claire Thornley and Rob Lowleo were both injured in the explosioreleased
four doves to represent the four workers who lost their lives.

The celebrities won an exciting matdi4. The celebrity team players werkg Lloyd Griffiths

goalkeeper (comedian), Frank Sinclair-Ghelsea player), Will Haining {&dham and MTFC

LX I @8SNLS 58Iy {YAGK o[lad ¢ly3a2 Ay | FEtAFIEOT .S
Neil Wanwright (exSunderland player), Jack McMullen (Waterloo Road), Danny Miller (Emmerdale),
Thomas Turgoose (This is England), Vicenzo Neglia (Actor) and Anthony Connor (Actor).

Home Ground Exhibition

Home Ground was a project initiated bye Devon Gud of Craftsmen, which celebratetthrough a
contemporary touring exhibition and participation programme, the culturalitage of six Football
Clubs whicloriginated from a local crafts trade tradition.



The six clubs involved wereMacclesfield Town (The Sillen), Walsall Town (The Saddlers), Luton
Town (The Hatters), Crystal Palace (The Glaziers), Sheffield United (The Blades) and Stoke City (The
Potters).

Supporters of each football club wekey @2 f 3SR Ay RS&AIYyAy3d AdGSya G2 N
gAGK GKS LINRP2SOG Odz YAYFGAY3 Ay +y SEKAOAUGAZYZ
26y ® ¢KS Wa2dz@SYANBQ F2NJ al OO0t SaFASEIR ¢2gy ¢S]

Sunday School in January 2017 and included football shirts amdnsutAt the end of thisection
are photographs which give a flavour of the exhibition

Project 21(MTFC)
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Palletower Shirt Sponsorship



Young fans obtainingqutographs from the new standing Family Area

Former players with Sammy Mcllroy celebrating the Sammy Mcllroy Years
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Home Base Exhibitiog Buttons (author)

Home Base Exhibitionshirt detail (author)
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